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Almighty God, source of beauty, goodness and truth: you are the creator of the 

universe and through your Beloved Son, you have redeemed a fallen world; 

We turn to you in prayer today, mindful of our many blessings as a people and 

nation. We are especially grateful for how you led our Founders to pursue a 

new experiment in government. You inspired them to put first the principles of 

life and liberty, as well as the kind of happiness that exemplifies human 

flourishing. We thank you for raising up leaders in every generation who can 

articulate our highest ideals, and who put service of country before benefit of 

self. We thank you especially for the example of President Gerald R. Ford. 

Though he did not at first seek our nation’s highest office, in honor and duty, he 

accepted a call to serve as President. We are grateful for his leadership with 

integrity, especially at a time when many had lost confidence in government, 

and their respect for those who engage in public service. 

We thank you, O God, for President Ford’s unwavering commitment to the 

possibility of hope, and his unflagging confidence in the structures of our 

national polity.  Lord, as you know, we live at a time when our nation’s public 

life continues to be marked by conflict over partisan preferences, rather than 

by a unity based on principles. We ask that you help us remember President 

Ford’s optimism, and his commitment to the fundamental ideals that bring us 

together. Now, in circumstances that may resemble those which he faced, we 

trust—O Lord—that you will once again, and in unexpected ways, raise up for us 

effective and respected leaders. Following the example of President Ford, we 

pray that those whom we elect, and who represent us, will remind us of our 
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deeper values, and show us the way ahead. May we live together, O Lord, in 

ways that put first our common good.  

Now, O Lord, please bless this occasion, and all who are gathered here; we ask 

that you continue to bestow upon the members of the Ford family, and the 

participants in this ceremony, the grace of your Holy Spirit. May what we do 

here today bring honor to your name, and inspiration to all who witness our 

actions. Strengthen us to go forward, dedicated to the ideals and principles 

exemplified in the life, and public service, of President Gerald R. Ford. 

And, finally, dear Lord, please bless the memory of Betty Ford, along with her 

husband Gerald, whose mortal remains lie here in this quiet place. May we 

always be grateful for their willingness to make significant sacrifices for the 

greater good of our people and nation.  

We ask all these things, in your holy name. Amen.
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