
TINA  CUMINGS  TRIBUTE ~ July 16, 2017 

When I was called here as Rector, Tina Cumings was already serving as Director 
of Discipleship Formation.  In my first months I began to learn about the 
various ministries of our parish, and about our programs. In the process, I 
began to discern the very important role that Tina has played in the life of this 
church. Since then, my initially high estimate of her skills and her 
accomplishments has only increased over the years. 

Tina and I have worked closely on a number of overlapping areas in ministry, 
especially in terms of programming and our annual formation activities. These 
include planning our Discipleship Formation calendar each year, coordinating 
our adult Formation offerings, and working together to develop and enhance 
our Youth Ministry. Tina has consistently demonstrated a unique ability to 
maintain a ‘big-picture’ vision for Discipleship Formation, while at the same 
time patiently attending to the endless number of small details that are always 
a part of running multiple programs successfully. A key feature of her expansive 
vision for our Formation ministries has been her sincere commitment to the 
importance of lifelong discipleship formation. She sees this, as do I, as starting 
with our work in the Nursery, and going all the way on up through providing 
significant formation offerings for adults. In the process, Tina has consistently 
modeled a spiritual understanding: that, what we are doing is so much more 
than a matter of making plans and schedules for volunteers and groups. For we 
have also been nurturing relationships with our leaders and our participants. In 
the process—through the Grace of the Holy Spirit—we have been drawn up into 
the ministry of the Holy Spirit, which is building up the Body of Christ. 

Each year, Tina has shouldered a large number of additional responsibilities 
beyond the ones I have mentioned. Every autumn, she has overseen, and done 
much of the work for, our Harvest Dinner Basket Auction, which has benefitted 
our Youth Mission Trips. Tina has often helped us design some special Advent 
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offerings, and every year she has prepared our children and youth for our 
nativity pageant. Then, with each New Year, Tina has been a key helper in our 
preparations for the Feast of Lights. Along with overseeing a second ‘semester’ 
of formation offerings, Tina has then focused on our annual church ‘garage 
sale,’ which has strongly benefitted our VBS and Preschool. And then every 
year, after all that, she has had the primary role of preparing for, and putting on, 
the VBS program itself! Tina has pursued many of these time-consuming duties 
in a ‘behind the scenes’ way. We are much indebted to her for her devotion to 
our common work, and for her high standards for our shared ministry. 

Among and within our staff team, Tina has been a calm presence and a patient 
colleague, often selflessly going out of her way to assist others in their work 
and ministry. She has been an active team ‘player,’ who has consistently 
modeled a strong sense of purpose and value for what we can accomplish 
together. She has been ever-attentive to deadlines and to project completion 
lists, especially concerning those where multiple staff members might have 
overlapping areas of responsibility. In the process, Tina has shown care and 
respect for fellow staff members, and sensitivity to the needs and concerns of 
others. Most of all, she has contributed a lot to the way that our staff likes to 
have fun together! 

Tina, we are really going to miss seeing you at our staff meetings and around 
the office. But we very much want you to continue to be an active and involved 
member of our parish. With joy, we contemplate the future. And we look 
forward to the new ways that God has planned for us to be involved in ministry 
and fellowship together.
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